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Cherry Hill Special Education PTA

45 Ranoldo Terrace

Malberg Administration Building

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
October 29, 2007
Cherry Hill Public Schools

45 Ranoldo Terrace

Cherry Hill, NJ  08034

Attn:  Ms Israela Franklin, Director of Special Education

Dear Ms. Franklin,

As you are aware, during our recent Parent’s Forum (October 18, 2007), the question arose regarding the status and future of the Shop West program at West High School.  SEPTA was given to understand that what was once an all-day program has been curtailed to one period of the day, and that the students have been largely curtailed from participating in the activities likely to afford them vocational benefit; i.e., performing sales transactions and interacting with customers, etc.  On the night of the Parent’s Forum, you stated you were not aware of this state of affairs.

SEPTA has further come to understand that the District staff who instructed the students at Shop West have been reassigned to other programs, and a for-profit outside contractor (Aramark) has displaced students and, consequently, their ability to obtain vocational skills.

SEPTA regards these events, if in fact they have occurred as described, as important matters that warrant joint attention between SEPTA, the affected students’ families, and the District.  We are requesting that SEPTA meet with the District staff who provided educational instruction to the Shop West program, to ascertain what has been changed and what the educational impact is for the affected students.  To this end, SEPTA is requesting two things; 1) that the District identify which staff was associated with Shop West last year, and which staff is associated with Shop West this year, and 2) that the 

District provide contact information for these individuals so that SEPTA may contact them and discuss these important matters.

I am available at your convenience to discuss this and any other matter.

Wishing you well, 

Bob Bourbon

President

CHSEPTA

[image: image1.wmf]_1145682443.bin

